Teaching of medical ethics in Sri Lanka.
Medical ethics as taught by members of the Department of Forensic Medicine in three of five medical colleges in Sri Lanka is a 'rule ethic' ('normative ethic') based on 'traditional' or 'classical' ethics. Instruction includes the teaching of moral principles, illustrated with examples. Also included are aspects concerning the functions of the Sri Lanka Medical Council. The topic is evaluated in the essay, multiple choice question and oral components of the third MBBS (Part II) examination (end of fourth year). As presently taught the syllabus is thoroughly inadequate for dealing with modern (medical) ethical issues. The shortcomings and limitations in the present programme are pointed out and requisite improvements suggested. A case is made for an eclectic view of ethics, in which a 'situation ethic' would play a part. Finally, the training of a highly moral responsible medical professional is emphasized.